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RENNINGTON VILLAGE HALL 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Thursday 19th May 2022 at 7pm  

 

Present.  Laurence Dent, Carole Dent, Hilary Walls, Tim Walls, John Watson, Wendy 
Swinney, Karen Lomas, Fred Bosanquet, Paul Weston, Judy Weston, Robert Dixon, 
Jane Dixon, Andy Sisson, Stephen Baggot 

 

Apologies there were no apologies for absence 

 

1. Minutes of the last Meeting   
Robert Dixon requested a copy of the minutes of the last meeting and was given 
time to read them. The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd September 2021 were 
then approved. 
 

2. Matters arising 
There were no matters arising. 
 

3. Chairman’s report for 2020-2021 

Laurence Dent thanked all for attending and noted that we were meeting in better 
circumstances than the previous two years during the pandemic. His address went 
on to cover the following - 

• The two main items of business are to elect the Committee for the coming 
year and to receive the Annual Accounts for the year ended 31 October 
2021 

• Due to the serious disruption caused by prolonged closures and restrictions 
during the pandemic, income had been minimal but had been more than 
offset by the receipt of Government support grants as the Treasurer would 
report 

• In addition, the hall had been further affected by roof damage necessitating 
an insurance claim and repairs which all took longer than anticipated due to 
the demand for repair work across Northumberland following extensive 
damage to property caused by Storm Arwen 

• It is good to see all established groups are now back using the hall although 
some are experiencing reduced attendance levels 

• It was encouraging to report two new groups – weekly Pilates/Zumba 
classes and monthly Book Club – which are both getting good reviews from 
those attending 

• We are particularly pleased to report that Adam Ferry and the team at Rock 
Cricket Club had held their Annual General Meeting and their Annual 
Awards Dinner in the hall during the year, and they are also looking to make 
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more use of it for winter activities for their junior members which was very 
good news 

• Looking ahead, it was intended continue to promote the use of the hall and 
to encourage new and different activities wherever possible. It is 
encouraging to see new village residents are already getting involved in 
groups and clubs and we are keen to bring new people on board to support 
the work of the committee in any way they can. Not everyone wishes to 
become a trustee or committee member but anyone who is interested in 
joining would be very welcome. There are no restrictions on committee 
numbers. The Committee expressed its thanks and appreciation to those 
who regularly support our activities and events. 

• It would be good to see more use being made of the Audio-Visual equipment 
for IT training, workshops and presentations, for which NCC support may 
be available. We would also welcome anyone willing to run a Film Club 
which we hope to work towards for the autumn and winter months 

• We look forward to our two main events planned for this year. Firstly the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee lunch in the village hall with residents invited to 
come together bringing their favourite picnic fare to share with a glass of 
fizz, tea and coffee provided by the committee 

• Secondly, we hope to see the return of the annual Scarecrow Festival as 
our major fund-raising event, but we will be seeking to establish support and 
voluntary help for the event before plans can definitely go ahead. 

• The Committee is responsible for meeting running costs and funding 
essential repairs at the hall and in a building that is 126 years old, there is 
always work to be done. This year we plan to replace roof insulation and 
carry out timber treatment work in the loft. This will be followed by some 
internal and external decorating 

• We plan to explore the possibility of grant funding to upgrade the small office 
area and possibly the outhouses in the yard  

• We would like to improve the Broadband signal to make better use of the 
Wi-Fi and to look at ways of improving the acoustics when using the A/V 
system. 

• Lastly, work will continue in seeking accreditation using the ACRE Hallmark 
Scheme for Village Halls to improve management and governance 
standards and to add value when applying for grant funding and certain 
discounts.  
 
In conclusion, the Chairman thanked the present committee, and   
acknowledged the work of previous committees, in particular the two longest 
standing members, Wendy Swinney and John Watson, for their hard work 
in keeping the hall open and available for the benefit of all in our community. 
Without this stalwart voluntary commitment, which mostly goes unseen and 
unrecognised, the village hall would not be the asset that it is to the 
community. A big thank-you to all concerned! 

The Chairman’s Report was Noted 
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4. Treasurer’s Report 

The Annual Report and Accounts for the financial year ending 31st October 2021 were 
presented to the meeting by Carole Dent, Treasurer. (Copy attached at Appendix 2). 

In summary, at the financial year end on 31st October 2021 the position was as follows: 

 

TOTAL RECEIPTS  £20,805.73 

TOTAL PAYMENTS £ 7,534.35 

SURPLUS   £13,271.38 

 

TOTAL DEPOSIT/ 

CURRENT/ 

PETTY CASH 

BALANCE   £37,212.23 

As a prudent financial measure, the Management Committee have established a 
Lease Reserve Account of £12,000 which is topped up at the start of each financial 
year to ensure that sufficient funds are available to cover the essential Lease 
obligation costs of rent, insurance and known building repair work. The following 
shows the adjustment relating to this arrangement: 

LEASE FUND 

BALANCE   -£9,463.22 

 

TOTAL AVAILABLE 

CASH FUNDS  £27,749.01 

The year was affected by the pandemic and the various government restrictions that 
were in place throughout the year. This meant that there was no income from 
fundraising events and only £315 from sporadic room hire when possible. Due to 
vigilant recurrent applications for the various Covid Support Grants that were made 
available via Northumberland County Council, the Committee secured a further 
£19,303.71 which has ensured our future for the time being whilst we begin to resume 
our normal income generating activities. It should be noted that, even when the hall 
was closed, our day to day running costs remained at £5077.57 for the year. So, it can 
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be concluded that without the government support grants, Rennington Village Hall 
would be in a precarious position. 

Members of Rennington Village Hall Committee, past and present, work hard to 
ensure that the hall is kept in good repair and condition and that residents are 
encouraged to use this excellent facility for as many and varied activities as possible, 
for the benefit of all in our community. We welcome anyone who wishes to join the 
committee itself or to support us in any way that they can, particularly those who may 
be interested in organising a new group, function, or activity. We hope that the village 
can once again support our major fundraising event, the Annual Scarecrow Festival 
over August Bank Holiday weekend, which typically raises around £5,000 from visitors 
over the three days. 

Kevin Burdett was thanked, in his absence, for his services in inspecting and verifying 
the Annual Accounts free of charge once again and for his support to the Treasurer 
during her time in office. 

The Treasurer’s report was Noted, and the Annual Accounts received. 

5. Questions and Answers 
• Jane Dixon asked about the cost of planned building maintenance work. 

The committee replied that estimates received prior to the closures are 
currently being updated but were anticipated to be in the region of £6-7,000. 

• Robert Dixon noted the poor attendance and asked where the Annual 
General Meeting notice had been publicised. The Chairman replied that the 
Notice had been posted on the external and internal notice boards and on 
the RVH Website. It was therefore accessible to all user groups. It had not 
been thought appropriate to circulate the notice using private contact data. 
WS commented that the AGM has never been well attended no matter how 
well publicised. Mr Dixon also asked if the substantial Covid Support Grant 
might be used to promote the wider use of the Hall. The Committee replied 
that the purpose of the Covid Support Grants, although substantial, were to 
replace lost business revenue and were intended to cover vital costs that 
we have been unable to meet due to loss of income in the pandemic and 
was not intended for general projects. It is not yet known whether the 
Scarecrow Festival will be successful this year, nor whether income will 
recover sufficiently in the year ahead, particularly given the expected 
increase in fuel and other running costs.  

• It was noted that the Committee was already doing more to publicise the 
available activities and facilities in the Hall using advertising space in the 
quarterly Rennington and Rock News, the monthly Net and the production 
of leaflets for the Platinum Jubilee and Scarecrows. 

 
6. Committee 2021-2022 

In the absence of any new volunteers, the following confirmed their willingness to 
continue as members of the Village Hall Committee for the coming year:  
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Laurence Dent, Carole Dent, Hilary Walls, Tim Walls, John Watson, Wendy 
Swinney, Karen Lomas. Fred Bosanquet would continue as the nominee of 
Rennington Parish Council. 

Their re-appointment proposed by Stephen Baggot and seconded by Andy Sisson 
was Approved 

 
7. Any other business 

It was noted that there remained scope to appoint additional members to the 
Committee and that any other individuals wanting to volunteer would be welcome 
at any point. 
 
The meeting closed at 7.45pm following thanks to all for attending. 
 

 

 


